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of the Entente to represent "the proceedings and con-
ditions of the Austro-Hungarian Government" "as equit-
able and moderate." He added that since the refusal of
these conditions by Serbia was not impossible, Austria
in such an event would have to resort to "strong pressure"
and even "military measures."(i8)
German circles, it may be observed, had formed this
opinion betimes; for as early as July loth, when the
Chancellor told the Prussian Minister of the Interior
that Serbia would be presented with an ultimatum, the
Minister at once remarked "That means war."(i9)
The Austro-German Tactic of Dissimulation
In connection with the ultimatum certain other facts
should be mentioned, because they throw into higher
relief the line of action adopted by the two Imperial
Governments. They desired to allay suspicion about
what was in preparation, and at the same time to take
certain precautions. Conrad von EKtzendorf recom-
mended "avoidance of any action which might have the
effect of putting our adversaries on the alert too soon,
and enable them to make ready for defence. We must on
the contrary preserve a completely pacific appearance."(2o)
The Wilhelmstrasse was also anxious to avoid "with
care," as Jagowput it, "anything which might encourage
the belief that we are urging the Austrians to go to
war."(2i)
The Ballplatz was informed that the Norddeutsche
Allgemeine Zeitung was publishing deliberately moderate
comments on the Austro-Serbian conflict: "this semi-
official paper," it was explained, "is anxious not to sound
the alarm in advance," but it was added that the Ball-
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